AFTER   THE   STORM
wasn't much break about it, it was so abrupt.  How
is she?" I say.
'Oh she's splendid! As splendid as you men used
to be5 and she and I are great friends/ says Madce.
* Frank/ says Madge, CI never thought you'd get
through the hellish------' "Mrs, Ogden/ announces
the maid, which puts an end to our conversation.
The war widow is still a girl, despite her loss* I
promise to see Sir James Craig at the Ministry of
Pensions about her grant, Madge does most of the
talking as she reads all the papers and things
from a broad angle, while 1 am out of touch with
England.
'I'm not going to have my Tim killed in another
war, like his brave Daddy, am I?" says Madge,
taking the child on her lap.
*I wish I could think there will never be another
war/ says Mrs. Ogden, placing her hand on Grace's
head. *I don't dare to think of Grace losing her
husband, perhaps after I'm gone; but wars seem to
be inevitable, don't they?" she asks.
'Not in the least/ says emphatic and positive
Madge. 'They are a stupid and man-made inven-
tion, withoyt a single redeeming feature/ she went
on to say, 'and if we women can't abolish war
ourselves we shall deserve the consequences. We
must get at and conquer the causes which create
the effect/